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One of our Borough's oldest or
ganizations is the Bronx Society 
oi Arcs and Sciences, which or
ganiz.icion's prime funcrion is the 
c.re 1nd custody of Poe Cottage at 
Kingsbridge Road and Grand Con
course, where Edgar Allen Poe, 
greJc Americ1n Jicer~1ry figure re
sided from 1846 co 1849. 

~fany summer visitors who COll'IC 

to The Bronx arc alw:.1,·s fasci1u
i«I ,nd delighted by r"he historic 
ccum of Poe Cottage. Tc ,,.., here 
.. h<re Poe spent the last three 
mrs of his life. The building is of 
umple frame consrruccion such as 
1'35 erected aftc1 the Re,·o!ucion
ary W',r. Alrhou~h there is Col
onial influence ir. ics panelled 
~~, broad m:rnrels, uri::iil-paned 
w1:idows and shin&led exterior, chc 
cut nails, rough b ,hs ,nd mud 
p!J.Htr of irs interior reflect che 
oruniti,·e char:tcter of workman 
,1,ip during the period directly 
after the war. 

Enterine the house from a porch 
e:m.·nding :-ilon_g its 1!11tirc fronc, 
h¢ 1 isiror seeps into a little hall 
'!· To the. left is a winding 
1rv.·ay lead111~ to the artic. It is 

id lhat Poe had a writing cable 
d his meager librarr on chis up

•r ~oor. But the attic was un
eated and could onl\' ha,·e been 

U':(d for wo1·k in d1e su1nmer. 
\luch of Poe~s writing was done 

the parlor where the onlr firc
plue oro,•ided all the he.u chat 
11, available. 

During his threc.· vears in the 
ttage, he wrote 1nan~, of his best 
ms-The Bells, Annabel Ice 

nd Eureka- JS well as some of 
i, lxst fiction. 
Directly off the fronr hall is a 

nr bedroom wher(' Virgin:.1 died 
n th,t sad Satu rd;t)' in J:tnua ry, 
847. It contains the original 
ooJen bedsre;1d, a litde painted 
.e<r of drawers, a small look.iag 
•~ 1nd a hair trunk--0bjects 
hich bespeak the simplicity of 
,ir life. 

0NXBORO 

By Tba111as V. Ta::::i, Pr~sideut 
Bronx Society 'lf Art., and Sciences 

T homas V. T ozzi 

£n rhc pador is ~1 folJi ng writ
ing desk very simib,· to the one 
used b,· Poe and his actual rock 
ini ch;ir ( often me11tioned in his 
writings). Its comp.anions, the lit
tle odd cha irs :tnd seats, are of his 
period as ;:ire the ~mal l ccnte1· table, 
rhc clock, t he hanging sh.Ives and 
the ccrner what-not. 

The closets on either side of the 
fir,mlacc arc original pan..: of the 
structu r~. cnt.• of which now holds 
Poe's perso nal bible. O n the man
tel is a likeness of the beloved \'ir-

gm,, . The b rge srnnc fireplace 
and brick he1rch are Colonial in 
style, but again the broad plank 
floor and hand hewn beams reveal 
r:hcir local origin. 

Throughout, the ceilings ~tre 
very low, giving an atmosph,-re of 
cozy homincss. The kitchen is fu r
n ished with the few and simple 
objects it undoubtedly possessed. 
There is a quaint li ttle cook srove, 
a rcplic., of Poe's, which substi
t uted for t he kitchen fireplace . 
Poe bou~hr the srove as a means 
of lcssenin~ tht' ailing Virginians 
wodt of cookin~ at the wide-open 
hcarch. 

The corra,£;e originally compris
ed two rooms on the ground floor 
:and two in the attic, to which Poe 
added the kitchen and a lean- to, 
for cooking, storage space and fuel. 

T he color scheme of t he Poe 
tC'nancy h:as been restore<i, :ind 
with tl:c origin al well-scrubbed 
floor surfaces exposed, che inter
ior presents th~ appe:ar:ancc which 
nude Po::'s visi(ors :1.wa re that des
pite th~ humble character o f his 
home, it w:1s most attr-:.ctive. Har
risen wrote of c:he family in their 
c heerful little dwelling - " t he 
wholesomeness, beauir and bright
ness of their surrounding - the 
direst poverty might reign as it 
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LITTLE BIT OF HISTORY 

. . . bu t chere is none of its 
!or . .. or secdv neglect". 

e headquarters of The Bronx 
d of Trade in the Busher Bui!
' H9 East 149th Screec, ,lso 

as che Society's office and 
ric records of The Bronx are 

found in che Society's files. 
mber of the Board of Trade's 
tors ,re also Ollicers and 
,es of the Society and sco,·cs 
ronx business leaders co.n:t rib
mnually to the Society's sup
which allows more than 30,

\'isitors e:'lch year to visit the 
Cottage. 

incip1) Jeoders of the Socictv 
ude Tho1111s V. Tozzi. Bron~ 

ey llld former Bronx Boa rd 
rade Presidenc, who is the So
's Prcsidcnc; Oonald Darcy, 
President of the North Side 
~s !lank 1nd former Board 

of T rade Executive Secrec:iry, who 
serves as t he Society's Secrec:.1ry ; 
iv!iss Laura J. Mollenauer, Chai r-

m:111 of the Poe Cottage Commit
tee and Mr. Harry G. Reiff, Cur
~u or . 

the break you get on a 

1956 BUICK 
at Falcon Buick 
• Low Prices 
• High Trade-in Allowances 
• Easy Terms 
• Reliable Serv:ce 
• Authorized Dealer 

Showroom 

151st St. & Grand Concourse 
L Udlow 5-5000 

S ales and Service 

221 East 161st St. 
L Udl ow 8,3100 

lIOil.,TG_A._GE LO_A._NS 

Klngsbridge 8-1800 
MAIN OFFICE 

n r,t STREE:l r.eor BROADWAY BRON X 6), N Y 

I XBORO 15 


