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Additions to The Bronx Sky,li1ie 
By' Public Wo1'"ks Depa1'"tment 

Se1,·era! new buildings construct
ed by the City Publ ic Works De
p:irtme11 c ha vc been :1ddcd to the 
Bronx scene ln the p:1st year ::1s 
rbc city >rtemprs to keep its ser
,·!cc facilit ies ap to t he dtJ11.;1nds 
of the citizcns. The n1osc nore
worrhy of t hese pe blic buildings 
u d:c new East Bronx Municipal 
Hcspital Center which provides a 
comprehensive rnedic,1( focility for 
1 previously poorly scrvjced area. 

!ncreased buildi ng ;1nd devdop
ment of tbc Northeast l.\ronx, :1 
ccncencration of highways and a 
•·Jst waterfront all contribute co 
,be need for the new hospital. In 
,ddition, a h rgc tu bcrcu losis wing 
,nd the adjaant Albert Einstein 
College of Medicine provides the 
OOrough with :'I medical center 
oomp:irable to any io the city. 

Located at Pelham Parkw,y and 
Em.ehesrcr Road, t he ncxv center 
11 , landmark for motorists en
terin,, the city on che Hurchin
•in River Parkway. Its JO-story 
high white brick finish commands 
Htencion, but more important, its 
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:Hnbubnces r:tnge t hroughout an 
:irea that puts heavy dem:tnd on 
a mcdic;1) facili ty, 

T he general hospital , construct
ed at a cost of $ 16,142,000 oper1 -
cd last year. The Nath;1n B. Va n 
Etten Hospita l for tuberculosis 
pacicnts was opened in 19 5 3. 

A 11other :>ddition to t he bor
ough's rnedica l facilicies is now 
nc:l ring co1nplction at Lincoln 
Hospital, 141st Street and South 
ern Boulevard. T here, :1 new out .. 
patient depanmenc will provide 
better services to t he highly con
gern:d South Bronx area. 

T he Morrisan ia He:ilth Center, 
011 Fulton Aven ue and I 69th 
Street opened its doors in t he pasl' 
year to m;1ke available additiona l 
clinics, tuberculosis tr('acrnent, eye 
and dental serv ices, child healtl, 
~rnd nu rricion education a.nd dis
trict nu rsing in the central llronx. 
T he six stor y srruccur<· cost $ l.· 
2 18,000. 

In March of t his year, ceremon. 
ies were held dedicating another 
hea lth center at Glebe Avenue and 
Overing Street. T h is $1,000,000 
installation of bric k granite and 
limestone construction, is known 
as che Westchester Health Center, 
and becornes one of twenty-two 
being operated throughout the city 
hy the Depar0ment of Hea lth. 

As part of t he building, a new 
ILbrary, The Westchester Squa re 
Branch, w:is constructe-d, doing 
away with 1n.-ikeshi ft quarters t har 
had bee11 used for the past eight
een yea rs by child ren and adults 
of rh1t are:1. Its fe1turcs include 
larger q uarters, longer hours, a 
maga1.ine cenrer, Civil Service cen
ter a1"1d meeting room for com. 
mun ity groups. 

O ther librory work in t he Bronx 
during t he past year included chc 
Fordham Regional Branch and 
C hildren's Library :>t 2556 Bain
bri<l,E;e Avenue and th(' University 
H ~ights Br:1nch at 18 lst Scree, 
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and Uni versity Avenue. Both :1re 
nearing completion. 

Bridge constructions and rehab
ilitation plans made up a large por
tion of the Public Works Depart
men t's act jvity in The Bronx this 
ye:ir. Rehabilitation of the Thir,d 
Avenue Bridge over the Harlem 
River is still under way, and pla11S 
have been prepared for work on 
t he M;1d ison A venue Bridge at 
138th Stree-c, the 145th Street 
Bridge and the Broadway Bridge 
over the Harlem River. 

Wlork started in September 
1954 on t he Third Avenue span 
after its condition deterior:ned to 
such ::uJ ex tent that a major over
h:rn l w:1s .11ec::ss:1ry. As orignally 
proposed , most of chc work was to 
h ave been, done on cl1e i\i!a nhatt:1n 
side to provide an underpass for 
t he new Harlem. River Drive. 

However the growing deim nds 
Oil t he structu re m~1dc it nccess:1ry 
to provide new ramp construction 
on both sides, as well as the rehab
ilitat ion of che swing portion of 
t he bridge itself. The project is 
ex peered co be completed this year 
at a cost of $2,692,548. 

When t he T hird Avenue Bridge 
is opened to traffic, work will stare 
on the l 4 J t h Street Bridge to pro
vide ramps to the new 1-fo rlem 
R iver Drhre. Much th(' same is 
plan ned for t he Mad ison Avenue 
Bridge at I 38th St reet. 

A n entirely new bridge is being 
planned for the Harlem River 
crossing at Broadway near 22 5th 
Street. This new vertical lift bridge 
will have a span of 304 free wit;: 
an underde:ir:mce of 24 feet, 4 
inches above m('an high water in 
the clo~d posi tion and 13 5 feet 
in an opened position. 

Tracks for the Bro:1dway line 
of the New York Cit)' Transit 
Authority will be carried on :, n 
upper level. It's cost is cstim::tcd 
at $1 1,903,000 and construction 

,w ill begin after fu nds ,re aut~o•·
izcd b}' the city, 
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