
Xeeting 1f&8 C 

residing. 

'!'here were~ members 

o. ;r. stepheba• Pree 
c. E. Reicl, See•y. 
J. H. Hildreth 
t;. E. St nebridgfJ 
A • 

..,. na:vis • 
M. Anderson 
,T • TJ. ells 
JUllc:,fl ~ all 

r,. D. Steurer 
A. R. Hall J. 
~ .. ';oocl s -,11 • B. C 

' saulspa1 gh • s. 81111 . 
BH-• L. o. VW'l Dor n G. •• • 

,T. 1~cno .... ell • Ki Uns 
w. !-l. HardP.n 

Th..,. c cJ.-1 1 f r sp cit l m tin s red b~ the seer 

"A ~P c;it l rr ting of e Roard will b • h 
Oct . 17th .-Lt • i t P. ". in h onr i Rooms at h 
Tl.e tre P·1i l i n • 'T'li 1 tin is ca led as 
12 , s ctio 1 1 of +l-. ~:' -la Ns, for t 
e.ctin tt.1.JOn t" .t roposal to i,rect a ne 
l , Vor k , it h1n t ... a hound u.ri s f t e .. ,. 
thEJ.t tid noro•1 shall h ve and enJo~, a county overnment, 
same as ever: utr.Flr orou h within th c rporate limits of 
"1.t, of, \.' Yo r k now poss"'ss and enjoy. And to th t n4 
·ODll"1it+ of t o rd M~ ha ~ o n+ ~d to co-01,erate 1th 
local c i vic hodiP.S in a id of h 1 roj ect. As is is a 111&t 
cf ver ir at 1m,portW1 •i:, , ,11 e , 1b rs are er estl 
tc at"'~nd." 

Pr j,L nt ,:1id : "1 o l d like t o in ora-,r tha 

irr!-'ortant m _+ ter bo co11s tu r ct in .1. rop r ay, t.h 

1 . P. . , oJ. in f. ror o'f' ti, cull , }J Jc 1 tr t; 11 unl~ 

ood ... i..uon tt 1) snffic e t , h e time limit we de ire to 

t' ret !U ~ters o" n ho i r on ch s i ie. 



08M p 

1Ua • Hall saicl: •I amply allk the tntoraa 

reasen, that the o r of Tra • take act on and. PM 

pass a bill, then pass favorable resolu ions, he ca 

meeting ot discuss the action a ain, se ms to me pet ana 
in awv any intera ts this Hoard of Tr ~ could 

'l'his resolution as ado1,1ted af't r closest and m st c 

rul notice had t>e-,n 1Ja1d to 1 t by commit ~e, onse1uently it 

stands as the actjon of' the oar o-da.,. 

Mr. Hildreth:- "Is 
he a.~er r ad?" 

h r ny erious obJection to havine 
Pr..,s11ent:- "~lone what~v r" 

• 

'Rt!tsolu tion r-,ad by Si,cre tarv . . 
Mr. Davis 

( Al .t- ted F-,b. ' .. 4th, 190 ) , 

ai J.: - "At the t 1.l'!le of th 
, t w ich t 

nd h rou ht b ef a-
oc ra, I m 

very well 1nde~d •h~ subje t 
c was aom1arat1~~1., 

wa made to that r 
n,.., • An RI endm'-'tt 

s olu t ton «.nd 1 t ~r rev 
think, made the t 

r soltt t t n. 

Kr. Hildr~•h• "Do~s 
at the tnflla tine," . 

} r • D vi IS: 
r • D vis r.,11 I'lh 

"I do not " . 

'T"he ent1r~ re 

d. lr. Fri~d.P-1.an 1, .1. 

lu t tc n ..,as res ci l e~ 

hew er l resent 



the 
that 1 

ad• a 
govern••' 

the bmeftt • 

opposition to the bill ~or 

Resolutions Which ha•• n ver 

been ad.opted.• )lotion car.ri i 

President: "I bel.1••• hat 

time ago and ha• not b•n given 

r1 eht this ~ arcl should take up th• qu 

1.-r. We 11 s said: "I would cal 1 te 

known to the gentlemen who rai••• the 

of the comnitt-,e rediscussing th• subject, 

constitutional laws or law against it. 

Prfllsid-,nt: •I d-,s1rt, to hold matter• 

Judgn Hull: "l hove you 

al 1 ." 

Pr sl en t: "Well, I hav • taken such & st---~ 

1'r. n .. vis said:- "1 dislike very much to• 

r..i.ling of the card; hut 1.f yon will pard•n .. , 

in a.ccordr.o ·e vi th tr e law. 



fl rth.- ao 

Pr s1 mt:- •This 1• no t!M 

All we au is that the oar• be c uotea 

Kr. Ha 1:-•It t 1• Bo&J'cl annot 

1 t is time for those who want to act 

(Jude H 11 left the 

xr. A. R. D11vis:- "Kr. Preai mt, I aJll un er 

th at at h• former meet 1ng, • questi n 

seems to me ~ at if the secretar. has not the minut••• 

no right to act mtil w" h ve t e minut"s here.• 

Mr. Hildreth: "Pr. Ch irman, I otld like to h ve e 

record or the l oard read." 

l'r. Wels :) "I nr'\.s,, to •he 11011 t of order". 

Prest ient: ""'he l"'"evioua 1,oin t ~ 1s 110 t ell taken. 

or\erly othod or pr~ ittn no 1 to co e t1nick1y to the 

• 
or 1 1 t1 ,, ti 

r. Wel 
:-"!call for th reudinl or the -r1n&l n,cord. 

think l hnve a r1 ht to do 1t. 

~ecrotur. went for 
minutes reqte t d. (Rec~s ). 

I 



•••tins cal1e4 te order. 

)(inu•es or meeting e'f :Pebruary 24th, 

yr. Wells: •I sug •t, Jlr. President, 

entirely different from what•• suppose it .. GM. 

vr. Hildreth: "Will the seeret ry kinily r ... 

which the action of t hei Board •u passed on his 

J!inu te s of novemb er 25th read by secretary. 

1rr. Hildreth: -"Might I inquire if t ha secretary 

r,:icord a s to how man..v wen, present at the eeting, the mina 

1-, fch v. er just read?" 

Secre t ary:- "Tw~nty-seven". 

pr,:~ si lent:- "This 1s a specia..1 meeting". 

1r. We lls :- "I a siC f o r th• reading of the 

evening and s ,con d it. 

Resolut ionread by secre tar y. 

Er. Wel l s:- "lrr. Ch a irman, I a rise to a point of orcler." 

et 
President :-1 ,ill t-hn noard de t ermine on P ·..is question.• 

~r . We11s :-"Simpl:· a a I'lat•e r of c ourtAsy to the Board, 

• 

not argue that dec i qion. 

and unjust. " 

t feel, howe uer, that ! ours 1& wrong 

President:-" Io1 be in . I .vil l ask t he members who were o 

r.&ve taKen tr.e affirmative , to spAak." 

Louis o. ran Doren: - "J(r. Chai r man , I aro posses;,ed of no 

do bt hatever about th impor tance o this subject bein asa1n 

consider d by tl'-1 s 11oard, Rnd I t can hw-dly be said, in view of 

the rninutos 'lhich huve he r ttd ere, of the different position• 

taken by this Roard at diff.,rent t i mi,s u1rnn t his im1 ortant subJec • 

but 1h&t nt this time, th Roard shoul.d act finally, delihfl!T&tely 



a part, and active eurloalt 

te111gmt arguJMnt, caaposed. off ct• 

great coJ1111UDit1 th• aame OT 

community or the cit. no enjoy•. 

r . Presi ent , that I did not a roach the 41souas1ea •ft 

subject a a man 111tirel.y r •• rrca prejudice. 

doubt whether a co1m t. could be created, 

za tion or of "Tfl! vork 1 i,rmi t t ed or c un . overnment. Th• 

comrnitte , of which twas • rr,v.nb r , had not exha sted the 

he~or~ we wer all convinced tra th~r• was no local onJec+ion 

th -s cr,i,at 1on or a conn t. h e,..e. I would ra +her 11 s ten to 

ain t this T'li.tter, hut so far I have h4' rd none. Rut there 

om"' hings th t l ma ~e fl!nt 1 tled to . an t& ve a ri ht to 

t erp, as I h ave mad the subj ct study and i1lveati ated it 

r u ed 1 t on men! occ ions. On• of th• r um~nts that was m 

ae inst h ere tlon in this oront:h or co n ty overruuen t w&.a 

li at 1 ts supervision ,1 he entirel. se1 a.rated frcm the ci tv i . ' 
tn e, thm Rirookl. n 1s SelJ r t e from the city; new Yo""k is sevar te 



tn• the citJ'. 11'9'91"7 

ha• had county govemumt, and 1n the ere 

vorlt, car e:rul prov is ion wa■ 11&d• tor the maii, 

eountY gover?ll'lents.. Let ua remove from our m1nel• 

idea that the making of' a county government 1n he 

separation. It no more means ■eparation 

an o!fi cer in ' is borough of the Bronx. It would not le • 

sin 1 e s ton• in the fabric of' Grea tt!r New Yorit. 

consolidated and "' orrnod, it was intimated that county 

should exist; it was r. rovided that col.UltY g vernment shouli • 

side by side with city g ovfll!rnment, and that count. overmaent 

no t in terf ere with t he general contraol or the city•• powers. 

I t was p rovided +hat t h er eaf t r the conn ties or the cit. mould 

not incur uny irtdebt-,dnes s. no county in the City of ?Tew York caa 

incu r a dollar• s worth o f indebted'less. lTot one dollar•• worth of 

its debt .. as paid ou t o f +h" c ap i tal of King•s county; thair 

indebtedn ss was a s sumed by tr e citt [;Jld the city passed over all 

lJUblic matters. As 1 hear d u r~s:>lu t ion read, it cit d the cost 

o the Bronx o f i ts publi c buildi ngs. JTo t so, not one penny of' 

the cost of its p u bl ic building s was dehi ted to the Bronx. They 

onld be paid for as br i dges are; by t h A issue of' c1 ty bonds • 

I do not beli~ve, J(r . Presi dent, t h a t this Borough would pay on• 

venny mo ·o than is correct. 

'or over, ther is no novelty about thi s affair; there is no 

ri k involv d; t~er~ is no thin at 11 n in it. 51 e by S1 • 

ith th r,1 ty 
1
overnemnt, in the charactf"!r i -,SJ ed by Donkin & co. 

has xistod the county £overn~ment of the co n t y o f' J (N{ York. 

Ou ens 0.,0l'n ty was t d • crea c in 1683 and dur in t hese two hundred 

coun+y -overnment d it 'U an c y ov.rn ment have gone side by side ani 



en yeu ~ n 

•• oenje ted with it• 2,000,000 peplatla t 

Y•&r• to reach a civil case, am that ahoul4 

cmnta have a caae et aotion, er ena et you b 

commission, 1 t would take you three years to 

the Borough of Manhattan, whereas, if' we hac1 a 

th• Bronx Boroue)'l it. would be different; When yotl are net1f1 .. 

Mr. President, that it takes thrc,flt to five month• to get back a 

d,..~4 from record, that there are not enough juclp• te be acrai.etl 

u.nd raked up from the whole city to relieve New York county, is 

1 t right, is it tru thfu1 to s~ t 111. t the public bus in-• •t the 

be carried on aa well 1r.l Jlan)lattant 

• •&J, xr. Preaident, tblt it weul• tw1o• u 

1 tor the ll&Jority of th• BordMP •t Qv.••• 
•••in••• waa 1n that Borough 
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then, if the people cf that ba strange 

. os• 1 t is difficult to do busim ss in Ma:i hattan, w 
5U]:l}J 

transact it in t he Bronx ( s hr • it has a s e1,arat.At 

.ment) ra t her than t,o furthero It cannot be doneo 

a depu ty clerk, r "'gist.r a r and surrogatA. I take it t hat tha 

J:1orough of t he 11ronx can supply officers for thes• positiona. 

I say where there is a will t h ~re is a way. How foolish 

i s t o tell green men who have nothin g to do with the borrowing or 

l endi~ of mon ey, t ha t co un t y governernnt in }~mhat.tan does not 

affect i t s loans i n any way 0 It adds nothing or truces nothing 

away from l oans i n Yanhatta n Isl al1l • But yet they say loans 

in the sronx will be affected becau se the re is a count? government 

in th e Bronx . Whoever heard of a loan desir ed in Brooklyn that 

was r~fu sed or r ejt- cted hecc:1.1, se ~ro oklyn had a county g overnment? 

Wha t e f f ect upon this corner 1,roperty would t h ~re be in the fact 

that ther e is a session in t.he connty court h ous e a t 177th Street 

and Third Avenue? I ask where in the TJnit-,d states i s capital 

affetc od by c ounty go~rornment? In what r ~s 1Ject woul d th e fact 

th at session of courts a.r e held here affect the c apital of tte 

Borough? 

1'r. Pres i d ~ t, I ap.i:>"al to the COYTJ!'1on sense of the l:lua. nessm.-i 

of this commun1 t y . I a sk th em to consiJ"r that que s tion on its 

ni-or1ts . Would t h e fc.ct that speedy jus tice and promp t adminis

tr-ation (poss ibln i n this ter r i +, cry Hi th th(! establ i s hment of 

ccimt,y government) lessen th., v ulue of t his proper ty? I n the first 

Pla.c~, Mr. President , ther e i s no thine new in the cond ition of 

counties 
0 

co1.1nties , 
Bear in mi nd that this gr ea t sta te has twen 

and thai; since 1683 thes e counties haw be en divi d8d 



11• atllbwa• w.._. are It 

•• •hale '• rec •1 Teel aa an ar • 
._ h••• th• eon11cteratioa ant the s u 

et h Declarati•n •t Ind•P•n••nce 

•V11r11 themaelvea, and I th1a1C 

l•t h Uan4 1n th• way or u,. Rorough et 

"'*•• ,.., ..-. lhlng under an 1n4ependeat &fl 

to rule 0.1 r■elvea i •• can •le ct th• un 
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