
19 not g o4 enouf.tl 

having cas•• tried 
11)' an4 

etc., 
nd evci if •• dilll haw a county 

tr.• p«>l'i• at th• north en4 •r th• Borough waa1 

saro• so-called d.isa.dvantag•• that •• .X! erien • • 

for tht lif• or me, a•• why we aheuld tr 
to sever 

from tti e ereat st county in th• United St tea. 

t O
f t"- great conn t_,., of ltew Yol1t, •• shall al a.ya be .,ar J r 

among th• eli t •• 

,~r. Hildreth said:-"Mr. Presid.cit, I serTed an a 

c own •own tr irt_.-:f'iv• y ears beforft I saw fit to take 8D 

the ~r onx. I was no t a frhid I ould no+ et a liv1JB when 

P r. clients asked me to cOI'l-. 'f"or their convmien,• 

'l'h r is e r e t str"ss l&id on th "' timidity 

on our capitu.l . '!'hat t imidi ty i n not only misunderstood or ex-

uc., "'rttted , but it doen' t l'IXi s t in rea t ma~ inst nces nd 1 

onld not exist t .. 11 if t",e ...,entli,mfln ,,mo 01,1 ose +hat 

treir x!.eri111ce nd t t otr ahilit. to con'luct capital OT tho • 

r•.r,,sentin cupiatl in }~,1.nh .ttan Borout;;h accordinc, to th• rue 

condition od thin_s ., r , .s s om of' u s h a v• tri d to do. 

On tr inc: mor , ! r . Pr sident , a rrl I have f1n1sta d. Th• 

loans rom IT n in H nhat+nn,--tl'rJ: ff entl.n~n w o • famili•• 

f ot t~eir at rt in t}'e r ronx , n.i . ho :.n, no v living on the m.ontr 

hey rn de in t P. i:\ronx. " 

Hr. Wells: - "1 do not , nt to 1unr r t1l. I had no uarrel 
th ... c t, ,+lerrien wha.t.,v r . 1 r~ pect th el'l :..s In! friends, and 
res . ct t h ir Vi WB n his subject · bu + I ' do 1roteat asa1111t 



th t in t 1 • oar4 

h ro, h or th• 

I ha•• •••n 
.,. ••\ aise ancl lllportan ~ •• 

1 b&Te not h•r4 but one argument toonight in 

_.11re that ap ealed to r ason. 

ta e&rio I ton111 hi• willi gnes to be convinced; but 

t ae in aind of the Scotchman who s 

•-• but h• ould like to ae19 th11 man who coulr conY 

'!h-, '"••laia their w1111nsne s to be con 1nc•d, hut, 

• appeal, te f&ctand reason will ever convince th•m. 

or 
_. llvin ln he aat or diaconoert ed 1th what has b •• 

bey 
4

• not und t.ratarui this que■ tion, no mat ter what their 

•1, 
... ••re made a count v• thev aa . . ., 



"th• value of r19a1 est .t • would be 

riot an are;uroent if it depends for its force 

vr. Kelsey of t h• Title Guarantett and Trust 

opinion. That is no proof, to my mind, that count 

h ere will les s en t hei value or the northeast corner 

.:..nd Third Avftnue. Doits a man in this room believe 

istcnl!e of courts in this Borough would take ,100 . off 

of the C (1 -:--:nt, r of 148 t h Rtr.,~t and Willis Av~nue ., If anyone 

b eli eve s it, he Illa.:' stc-1.to t he r P"asons for his bitlief and not 

us to bl!li ov• it because o t' what has been said by outsid.11s. I t 

has not h'3en s e t tl ed Mr . Pr e s i .ent, and, like othi,r c;reat 

i+, ·dll nover b o s ettl ed un til it is r,rop erly dealt with . Our 

1Jroject for cr•a tin:! (,. count:, h en is no t w ithout sanction 

..,,eople of the 3or ouc:;h. 

Jfr. Wells :- "Mr- . Van Doren a n d other s h avs _proved to this ?oant 

our incompetency, a.1d owine to th fact that +h ey &.re 1 awyen 

and sho•ild know, and make the :furtl1er as snr t ion tha. t 1e a.re not 

o¥~osed to ~ris bill, h&ve closed our ears and arP. willin& tom 

convinced. I have clos d my mind on no sub ject in relution 11:> 

the Bronx nor, ugh. I mi perfectly willing t o cast asit .. e all the 

statemen ts t.tcJ.t T hive rr1ade hero to- night in r ,,ear d to this L1at t•r; 

to throw asiJ~ all th~ investigation-. r have made, m freA my mind 

as far as it is possi. ble for any mBn to do so of t he r f"! Sults of 

those invastigUtions and of the definite concl n sion to which I ni.v• 

c ClDlt). Then if Mr. Vai Doren 1 s so anxious to convinc e me ' blld 

I am willing to be convinced, if I u.m wrollb) I wil l 1i1a"t him at anv 

t 1rae aft er the 15th of l'lovemb-,r, an,1 will t,i ve h im a l.l the + izne .!'a 

C0ltL.'llltni ty • 

•nt G.T[1UT.J.onts in favor of this be c oming a se1Jarate 

I will tlefi:ne his 01,inion of the .ono sition~ I will 



o•er th•• aar•fl.ll~ anl t 11• 

cl aion aa to what I think •~ th-. 

ind on any Bm nx question. I repeat that it 

tat this 1s a lJ»Ocl thins, I 

mor• e:rrecti vely than 1w will ; but if my Judsnent 

ot for th• t,enefit or t h • Bronx, I feel 

op inion. This ha• no t tr." c arac ter of t h e 

taken place in the no a rd befo r e. 

iJ • s t er ee peopl e h o d i f fe r ed r rom 

W• have not t o work 

Te t the Bronx stand togetta r on th i s matter, bu t convinc e us net 

by s lurs, not by critici sm, nu t by tellinB 11s we a re incompet•t 

cJl.:i that e re e nemi!!S , hut by givin& us plain cold f a cta whlrl 

we all can come in a be b"1tefi~d . I am not 1lwellin5 i n th• pat. 

}!y id us ure cent--r~d upon t he future. I ha v had some tr ~ 11 

do 11th making the ~r~ s ent Rronx. I r1.taliz e what th! future tf 

~he Rronx is p rhar,s mo,.._, f ully t han Hr. van Dc re.110 I know wh& ii 

I know t h 0reat dev lopmen t s t h a t are going to 11 

mad he r .The pro c;r es. th.It t he Bro rx ho.s made during th e p ast \IJJl 

:i- ears will b • 1ns i gn1f 1 can t to th., pro gres 8 that is £Oin to ca1u1 

hereafter, i f ~ remai n t rt " • nd n 1,art er tl e t:,rea test coun ty 

d cit~ ot th , <rl d . I am n[..n ed now in soem matters relati 

t O t , d volo1 m,nt or +he Rrorx - - lar er I'l t t ers t han hav e tsklll 

vlace in the ~rcnx . Snef'lr &. t th remarks of ir . D vis; l nu &h at 

h ciJ'll. a s .cu.ill, tJ-:e fact r l"'l in trat in c,t d of tre 1awy rs b',; 

tha i,owers of 1 r,st;ress, it ha.s b m th Tftal state Men who, fro 

the ti.mo that this R rOUEjl has f i rst oo en hr ouih t i n to the coun tY 
of ll ' Yo rk , haw~ h en t~. r: ans of d velopi ns i t . ~hrfd Th~n why 

e b c lled i ncom,1Jetent· 
' C llec enemies , l e cuns .., 

we d i ff r? 
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rlJJ.11 th•S• thinga fairly and not ~ .t 

to b1·siness in this matter. down ' · 

11r. Hott enr c th-:-"! want to ask 

adv arc ed on e it h "'r s id • • I number of letters which 

Doron ri! ad +o su1;port. h is assertion seem to haw 

wi ~hO!l t m y .,. P.us on; without an~, facts; wi t.hou t, 

t 11ought; mi r ead a s a argument 11.:t)0n , hich +his Board is to 

Does it uot requi r e an emer t ency to call a si,ecial meetiq;? 

W1Hlll tr. i s proi,-1o s itton f i rs t cc.me up be;fb r"' the Roar 1, it was 

vi ously a d ver t ised ~hat •he c outty que s tion was up for dis-

cusc.ion 0 Tho 'F'J was one ar ._,um~nt, or one as~ertion rather, in 

one o;- t h letters that \!as reud, ''lhich n i t:,,h t bt!t · orth an answer. 

I t hink 1:r. ]~orrison clairur.Ei +-hc~t ther .,at l d b~ difficulty in 

examininJ t i t.l e s b cause of tt e cnan[.e in government. 

• hi ntc ·h;.t Mr . 1~o rri oo n is v er . ser i ous i n +hat , p c..Ttl:r in view of 

the f act t,..at one of the rivals o.P ~hf.' Tit.le Guarantee Corr,pany 

,,oul d be v i lli n:;; to Ulld"r ~f{ 

tre r ai:ur..1 ration .Port h ir +, ro ub l G. 

like trcuble, but if ,._hr'/ have "'o t•o it , thcr wil.l cto it ,ith 

the b"'st pos;ilJle erace ; o.nd they c rt inly consid~r Bronx worth 

th~1 r att on ticn . 

t h(.,r 

com~,l.L.lnt r u.i::ied btw<1..ns the De, c r +e.mH+s of tr. Cunt; co v rnnent 

Of 1T w Yor1t hr~v not tr utea tr i s s ction of O~t r t,reat, c it: 
.. 

1, r op er l2t 'i' Lawyers .,,. ind a 1 f1'1 cul t y i n 

beca.•139 they r, rom tl-\is c t1. on of t h c i. t Y? Cnn ro 111. t ~ cl ark 

r«:'fuse to !,,r-f'0rm he d uties c,f his 011':l.•e , llr jud,_ .s o-fthe 



ink•• ar• be1B& well 

and L think that 1.nstead of d.lwrcins eurael...._ 

t ing in our power t• be je1ne4 clos r, and 

that •• intend to rema in a part or ?few York Count •• 

(Mr. Da vis said h • would like t o as.1< Mr. Hildr• 

of a y l a r g" cicy which is divided i n t o large counties.) 

Mr. Hildre t h:"l s impl y wish t o say that Ch i•ago has 

st v tn. 

Mr. Dr,.vis :" I was a l ,a!'S under tr im1,r,..s s i on 

c ount: 1mhraced tr.e whole of the cit of CjicaE;o . 

Y.r. Dar is :- "Vr . Pr l"sident, I tr ink +hut is . 0 11 11 ll lodEllto 

the c st, ··ou will f ind that +he great l"LO.~orit: of pr a c tici1'1€ Jaw, 

yers , ho ha v• their offices in t}, e lower I art of tht1t city are 

i r. f avor of th 1s ~l'!ing a ser rE:i.te coun tu . w• have to consia e r, 

it se ms to me , th:.1.t the. e1.re not laW!'•rs of th Bronx who 11'9 

hr Si.m:Jl:,1 , but hose offi cers T' do wn to,m . 

th Rronx h s not :· et r El.cl'W d the stat 11hfir it cun bl abs lut jy 

in .i:,1art ot •T w York r.c +• until :t 

'I-\~ re cl d that tat;~ . In I'lt 111L it '9I-i&.r t count~, e ., oold 

b• driv:\ rf a ~n: ca,1Ji tal, we 110 tld be m Jch 1 t w ak. 

r ... an we, t~ tim4t has not yet come then 

se1 arate our solves from lie11 York . 

e cm l;.ff ora to 
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Mr. steurer:- •I preaume 

of th• caa•, and I wou1d 11ke to ask Kr. Ba•l• 

In talking about th• loan of' money, h• s id th 

145,ooo,ooo was lent by them. 

Guarantee com pany lent something like 84,000,000. 

~orongh of BJO oklyn, in 1900, borrowed $5~,000,000. 

in 1901, it borrow"d ~57,000,000.--1902--~59,000,000.---190$~ 

"'65, 000,000. The Rronx borrowed in 1901--~19,000,000.--19O2-• 

11 , 000,000. 1go3--~1 5 ,000,000. "Tow is it a fact that only 

bccau se of our b eint.> in 1~,,w York Conn ty this mon•! as lentf 

1 h ave had &. Ji t tle ex. eri.. nee. I r ~m~Jnl:e r some !"3ars ago 

downtown •o a savi ncs hank, n~ · s k in~ for a loan on a viec of 

1 royerty in ~r. Pronx. If 1 t was alon& Third Avi,nue, they 

10 ld 1cm 1 mo money; if , t, the u1,1 e r end of th• city, 1 t was of 

o im1 or tun co, and the!' ,u•tltl • ot touch it. I s~cured a loan at 

4%, 1nd as t old if the land s dom f1 rth r, i n t st would he 

5~. I f T conl d b 11 V h.S rr. Dav i s do"'s , t t thi 5 land would 

be i n any • y f -f'ec t ed h!' th chant£ i n Bove mm 1J11 t , I wo•lld c r-

t ainl y he on th e s1d of' thfl l.rt;;Uin nts , nut I can o t b elii,ve t at 

the ·• lo ns < • 1 • b in ,,.... f · - ~ ,~,y U! e c· u n tnver. Brooklyn, s 

I have slam •ou, bor"rowcd four times as rmch s the (: nx. It 

s 8 t o me t i..t this bugbear of furnishinE, c&1,t t l i s sil'lJly 

in the 1.r,ia.ci t lon r.d one c It of t t.e : ' C Ll'l • ily b 

convin~ ed to t r ;o l t rlirv . . 
l~r • .Davis :-"On o 1e side , t ho in f .vor of st bl i .3hint:!> i 

county av arrn11ent h • lu . rs • I ill s imvl.' re d 

Ycu u 11st of th names of en d\C c t ing this m tt er, nd .vith 

l lm,: rs i , on th oth r S i l~ ur• t. 



••1 ti.on yott 

ant• COJapanJl et 

their int er eat a 

f real estate 1s 

it in the leaat. 

as it has now. 

2 at what they 

Jl et the property 
""""'"''''"''' 
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