
Bronx Industry Gets Boost With Millions 
in Defense Orders 

Dc(ense orders totalling nearly 
Si ,000.000 have been placed with 
6ve Bronx industrial concerns, re, 
suiting in a dc1nand for increased 
space and an increase in the number 
of wod:ers in the pl:\nts ir1\"olvcd, 
The Bronx Board of T radc found 
following a sur\'C)" of the Borc ugh ·s 
participation in Lhe Federal defense 
program .. 

Poi,uing out that Oi~ly fi\'C firms 
;m! c.ngag.:d in executing these de: .. 
fense or<lcrs, The B: ard estimates 
that many additional millions of dol, 
la~ will be allotted to other Bronx 
industrial organizations. The csti· 
mate is based on information sup• 
plied by othor 6rms conr,cted by 
The Board, which reported that they 
\'/£!'C. expecting to be awuded Anny 
and Nav}' contracts shortly. 

A gertcra.1 air of optimism is pre• 
,stiling throughout the majority oi 
Borough industrfal co ncerns eligible 
to participate in the defense pro, 
gram. 

Contract Recipients 

The largest beneficiary of the 
emergency defense progrom. accord· 
iug to the Board's survey, ls R. Hoe 
& Co .. 91 O fast 1 38th Street, the 
industr.ial division of which has re· 
ceived defense o rders tot.tiling S2,-
153,000. Of this amount, $7'4,000 
is represented in Army contracts for 
the manufacture of recoil mechan· 
15ms for anti-aircraft guns. The hal
ance is made up of ..:ontracts for 
a1rcr:dt companies dirccdy l!ngage.d 
in filling defense orders. A spokes, 
man for the Hoe co111pany dccla red 
,hat the organization expects to re, 
ccive additional Government o rders 
in the near future. 

Second largest bcncficfary is the 
Consolidated Shipbuilding Corp., of 
Morris Heights, which is :n work 
filling a Navy Department o rder for 
four steel vessels to be huilt a, a 
total cost of S1,000,000. T he Board"s 
survey d isclosed that sever,! ship• 
building organizations in City Island 
have submitted bids on Navy work 
and are expected to be awarded con· 
tracts. The success of the Consoli· 

dated Corp in obtaining a large Navy 
contract has lcnL i1npcrus to the 
movement of City Island units to 
taki.: part in the N avy·s expansion 
program, the Board survey indicated. 

T he Phillips-Jones Corp., S29 East 
134th Street, has been awarded con, 
tracts for flannel and worsted shirts 
for th~ Army totalling $,H,000. 

The Aqua Systems, Inc., 2443 
T hird Avenue, has received contracts 
totalling about S67 i ,000 for the in
stallation of gasoline fueling systems 

T he Standard Oiled Cl0Lh1n!( Co., 
810 EaSL 152nd Street, was awarded 
a Navy contract of S22.000 for rain· 
coats and an Army comract of 
$14,000 for raincoats and hats, the 
latter for shipme.ot co ~utle, ac-
cording to T he Board·s findings. 

. . industry at work 
filling orders ... 

With an adequate supply of skilled 
labor ;ind cxcdlent rail and w,uer 
tr:,\1)sport.lc1nn facilicies, The Bronx 
is admirably fitte<l to assume its 
share o ( the hurden of pro"·idi1lg for 
the 1,:.uion ·s defense through the cm· 
ergenqr program. 

T he Hoard has compiled a list of 
Army Field Procurement Offices and 
;l list of Navy Field Purch.-lsing 
Offices for this and other areas 
throughout the country. Bronx 
manufacturers interested in consult• 
ing the Jist or obtaining information 
~1 bo1..1t it are invit..::d to get in touch 
with The Board of Trade. 

BRONXBORO FOR JULY-AUGUST, 1940 

Approval of Plans 
for Approach Span 

Expected by Lyons 
Borough PresidenL Lyons expects 

to secure definite approval shortly 
from the llo.1rd of Estimate for the 
huildi ng of the bridge acros.s the 
New York. New Haven ;m<l Hart, 
ford Railroad at \Vhitlock Avenue, 
it was disclosed when Maskell E. Fox, 
President of T he Bronx Board of 
Tra<le, m;tde public an exchangl! of 
corres,,ondencc between the Borough 
Presidrnt and The Board. 

The bridge, it was explained, rep· 
resi.:ms an important part of the d~· 
velop1nent of Eastern Boule,1ard as 
the ,,asterly approach to the Tri· 
borough a n d Bronx , Whitestone 
Bridges, compktion of which is be ing 
sought by The Board of Trade. In 
his letter co President Fox. Mr. Lyons 
gave assuran(C th:,t everything pos• 
sihle is being done Lo expedite com• 
pletion of all r~maining proJCCn 
needed in connection with th-! Boule .. 
v., rJ devclopmcm. 

[n an effo rt to dctumine the s tcnus 
o t the Borough President·s plans for 
the Whitlock Avenue bridg, . Mr. 
Fox wn:LI..! r~ccm1y. in part, to Ml'. 
Lyons: 

.. I :rn, writin~ to you at chis time 
m lhe horc of $?Curing d ...:hn1re in ~ 
form,Hion regarding you r plans for 
the \vidcnmg of lhc bridge over the 
New Yori-.., Nt:w Hav..::n :rnd Hart, 
for<l R:11Jroad, ac \Vhidock Avenue. 
and Eastern BoulevanJ, as part <Jf thl;;'. 
~asicr1y approach to the Trihoroug h 
Bridge. 

.. Rl!.<:.;;ntly , l c.o;nmictee frmn this 
organi.:ation ...:onferrecl \.vith M,.1,jur 
lrving V. A . Huie, Co1nmissioncr of 
PubJic \Vorks, regarding the widen• 
JO\{ of bndgcs over the Bronx River 
an<l \Vest,hester Creek and recdvie<l 
assurances from hl.Jn that funds for 
these cwo bridges would be second 
on his C,pital Outlay Budget for the 
year 1941. 

" [t is m.1r undtrstanding lhat you 
are now awaiting approval for pre• 
liminary authorizaLion of a project 
providing fo1· the widening of East• 
ern Boulevar<l to a maximum of l82 
feet, from the Bronx River to West, 
chester Creek, and also th:,t you are 
s~ckfog approval for a siinilal' JWOJect 
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