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The facade of the building feacurcd on our cover may b<, recogni,cd 

many of our readers - but to those who c•nnot idcntif)' ir - it's the 
ous old Biogroph studios ,11 807 E,st I 75th Street. 

It was here, when movit.:s were in chcir infanc}'> that such movie 
Jts' as Mary Pickford, lilliln and Dorothy Gish, Richlrd Blrthelmess, 

nd, Ethel, ,111d Joh,1 Ihrrymore, Buster Keaton, D . W. Griffith, ,md 
ck Sennett rnade movin~ pictures. 

The building has 1"'en completely modernized for the making of 

and hos been re-opened as the Gold Medal ~tudios. A 

revival of the mO\'iC indusrry in che Bronx appl':HS on 
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otion P icture l1idustr·y Retur1is to Tlie Br·o1ix 
1hile the West Coast is prepar
co welconw the Giants and the 
gers :is their own, New York is 
ing its arms to t'hc return of 

o:citing and .~bmorous indus
thac it lost co H<>llywood more 

40 years ago. 

loving p'cture production is 
lng back, :ind fr is comi11g 
k to where ic ~c:trccd: the lot 
once housed the original Bio

srudios in rhc Bronx. 

plerely rehbilit,ted and 
rn..iz~d a litt'e more than a 
ago, the huge concrete and 

I main build,ing on t he old 
• ph lot 3t 807 East 175th Sr., 
become rhc busy home of Gold 
al Studios. Since its offici:11 
ing recently, four major the
film attractions have been 

p!eted in the stud :o. 
c first movie co be made at 

d )fedal was El', Knan's pro
ion of the Budd Schulberg 
nplay, '"A FACE IN THE 

OWD," a \Vorner Brvs. relea•c 
received the hi:;hest cClcic:il 

· "•hen it w:1s shown in New 
k theatre. 1\ Po ramou nt Pic

rdcasc, Alan Freed's "MR. 
K AND ROLL," currentlv 

fog in New York chca trcs, w;s 
;ccond :,ictu re produced o c 
Medal. 
unique indic:1cio11 of the 

min which Gold Medo! is re
d by movie producers was 
t<d by the third 1>iccure pro-
d ,c the studio, ''TIIE GOD
," Paddy Chayefsky's pro

ion of his own orig inal screcn
ioon co be released by C'.olum-
Picrures. While t his picture is 
med with a Hollywood •c

' only location shots were rnade 
Hollywood with all interior 

filmed loca II y. 
1rold Robbins' produ<:tion of 
own screeoplay, "NEVER 
't A STRANGER," an AI
Artisrs releose, has just been 
pleted ,c che studio marking 
fourth picture to be fi lmed 

~ usual acceptance accorded 
Medal by leading producers 

XBORO 

A rint' of moi-ic mahmg today at Gold M,dal St,ulios. Sb1Ju11 l,rfnr,· tbr. camera 
j1t5/ bl"jore a H't'tu is to be lak~,, af(: ( le/I IQ rt!{hl) Cbar!r( Maiuirc . aui(fa,1/ Jirrrlor, 
LittJ Mi/1111, leading lad), l{r,brr Slr,·cm . J,ur!IJr, Jr,hu nrnL IJ«rr)l1tlJr,~, 1/ar, ,wJ i,J 

the /<>regr-011ud, l rc Gttrme.(, dirulor of pbotograpl,31 -

of moving pic tures is based 
largely on a matter of economy 
and efficiency in production, ac
cording co Marcin H. Poll, Presi
dent of the studio in the 13ron,. 

"Unlike the usual H oll yw,,od 
srndio," he said, "Gold Medal is 
a vcrtic:1) oper:aion wich every 
faciJicy con.centrated in onP 
huge, ,m, lt i-level building. Two 
enormous, :iir-conditioned. ful ly 
equipped sc:1ges, comparable to she 
h<'St H o!I ywood 1n.s co o ff tr> are 
available individu~lly or for simul
t:rneous use. 

In addition, ~fr. Poll pointed out 
chat Gold Medal has been able to 
devise a system of rental fees char 
permit the studio ro operate profit
ably at a much lower cost rhao 
can currently be obtained from 
com.porablc Holli,wood studios. 

Substanri:i.tin~ rhis v iewpoint, 
Padd y Chayefsk y disclosed in a 
recent interview in Variety chat 
"THE GODDESS" was originolly 
budgeted at $696,000 to be shot 
in 30 days. The film was produced 
in 30 days, but $ JJO,OOQ under 
budnet, "Jr will look like , oicturo 

costing ·well over a rnill ion," he 
said. 

T he vast studios were once 
closely associoted wich such l•e)\
cnd,,ry names ,s Mary P,ckford, 
Richard Barthelmcss, t he Gish Si,
ters, Mock Sennett, David \'(/ . 
Griffith, Lionel, Ethel and John 
Barrym.orc, and Buster Keat-on. 

The top -flight mrs of those days 
were paid abouc $150 a week for 
emoting before the cameras ::mcl 
v. .. ricers received $15, and in 1·.ue 
cases, $50 for their scripts. M.111)' 
movies were turned out in ::t week'~ 
rime ::it1d prod1.1ction costs were 
,round $10,000. A super picture 
was made for perhaps as high as 
$25,000. 

W hile making moYies at t he old 
Biograph Studios, D. \'if. Griffith 
Jirsc introduced multiple reel films 
which were revolutionary in th~t 
era. He also w,s the first to !<ivc 
µbyers screen credits. 

In the years to come these 
studios are expected co plav host 
co many of the great Hollywood 
~tars, directors and producers cl·at 

(Conli11r1,d n• l'•R• 19) 
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MOTION PICTURES 

(Co11Ji,11ud /rmt1 Pt1gr ; } 

hou,chold names ro the vase 
· •going public today. 

[n addition co motion pictun.: 
uction, the studios ar..:" being 
lored in the mak inl( of n 1 

re films, Jndustri,I film, and 
ision commerciak Bec;rnse of 
sooring demand for the use of 

Medo! studios by all types 

CHRISTMAS TIP ... 

"Shop and Moil Early" 

l!AIL EARLY-Dimnc poin ts 
fort Th?cembcr 7th. Mecroooli
,reos before D ecember 14th. 

ADDRESSING MAIL-Write 
print legibly. Use zone num

where aoolicable. Include 
r return address. 

\!AIL SEPARATION - Sep
• 2nd bundle \'Our letters -

x and Manhnran together -
n ocher letter< cogerher. ;\,fail 
,n throu)?hout the dav. 

PARCE[S-Pack and wrao se
rdv 2nd insure them. Enclose ., 

bearinv name and address of 
der and addrcS<~. (This cord 

($cs in ddivtrv if wraoocr l:ic• 
>m<s torn ln 1..r:1111iit.) leucr, 
r be enclose,! in a rh i rd n• 
urth-dass o,rcd. Postage c1t th• 
t-cl,,s rare mu<t be oaid for 

letter. Mark oarccl "First 
Chss Mail Enclosed". 

GOOD MATI.TNr; HABITS
,., Postal '.fonev Orders. Revis
., letters of value. U<e Certifier' 
~ for letters of no incrin$;C
,lu, where on1•• oroof of deliver,• 
reouired. 

CHECK POINTS-Does letter 
"2rce) have sufficient posu~r-: 

~ st3rr.., in u r•1er rie-ht hand cor
::tr? Is corrtsnondent's 1.ddre<~ 
·rnolttc and correct? 

HELPFUL HINTS-For extra 
,n,cd; Use oir m,il and soeciol de
~nr. For letters conrainini>" nh~ 
«ts: Mark envelo,:,e "Use I-fan" 

IR0NXBORO 

of fi lm producers, plans have been 
il"1ici:ic1?d . according to the studio's 
president, that will eventually re
sult in rhe inclusion of , II ocher 
buildings on the old Biograph lot 
in chi., =11ushrooming- film cen ter. 

simulraneo1Jsly on the smaller 
suges that are to be built, while 
shooting j., in progress on major 
film productions. 

Tl-.c.·sc plans, wich 3 renc:icivc 
completion d'1tC set for I %0. will 
result in the addicion of scv~ral 
new sta~es of \':1r,·in2. sizes. Thev 
wiJI pe;mit tdevi~io,; aad indu;~ 
trial film production co go on 

Plans abr, call for the :.ctcing up 
of a group of professional schools 
:is narr of the Film Center to be 
cre"'cd. These schools will be de
voted co (rain in.~ in dr:1m:1tic :ins? 
dancing:. fihn ohotographv. sc,ige 
carpentry and theatre and film 
direction. 
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