
MUNICIPAL 

The dircc munic.1p:tl ho~pilalli in the 
6ronx arc Fordham Ho~pital. wluch 
J:nc:c back ro March 11, L892 when it 
operated as a branch o( BeJlcvu ! HIW 
pit.al Lincoln Hospitil, which became a 
..:ity institution in 19'25. and Mormani;,i 
lfosp1t.al, w h i ch 
opened in 1929. 
Each of these hc,s, 
pit:1ls has a bed ca· 
(l,J.L°it}' approximat, 
ms:- 500 and .tll of 
them ar( upc-raUng 
tocla)' beyond 
100% C 3 pa Cit )' . 
The press and ra, 
dio have j!nph1c:iJ, 
h• told the story 
of ovcrcrowdmsr in 

the municipal hos, 
p1tal~ of Lhe Bronx Ed,,;iirJ M. r.cn•H~t•. M.D. 
1nd the other bor• 
<M.1gh, in thUi city. There l!I no qu~tion 
~t that additional hedi, ire sorely need· 
(d, particularly for fo1)g term chronic 
1uh:rculo~i11 :ind cancer paticnci;. 

Before oudinin,: che proJCCl.-5 planned 
for I.he Bronx, reference might be made 
co the recent Ma~ttr Plan of the Hos• 
p1tal Covncil of Greater New York for 
ho~pitah and related faciliticl!. The Bronx 
hu twenty voluntary. municipaJ and pro• 
pnetary h~pitak with total general c..1re 
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btdtl nu,nbering 3, 1-13 or 2. l be.di; per 
thousand populatfon. \\'ith t-bc popuJa• 
tion of the Bronx for 1950 cl!timatcd to 
be I.-tSS,000 the Hospital Council has 
indicated a need of 3.S general care 
ho.c;p1t.al bede. per 1,000 population two 
years hence. This woukl mean that tbe 
Bronx l!houJd have about 2:.000 addt· 
ttona.l general care hospital beds. The 
present 3, 1 4l sud, bed~ arc: dist·ributed 
as folio~: In ,uunic.ipal hospitals-l.0fS, 
pn)prietary or prh•ate hospit::tJ! - 178, 
voluntary ho~pita1! - l.OSS. 

The Bronx municipal hospitals were 
mentioned above and t.he major: volon• 
t;tr)' institutions arc Bronx Eye and Ear 
Ho!pital. Bronx Hospital, Bronx Mater• 
oicy and \Voman·l! HospitaJ, Lebanon, 
St. Francis and Unity Hospital£. The 
propncc;iry hospit,.1)<1 of this. OOrou~h in• 
clo:lc Crotona Park, Fitch Sanatarium. 
Franklin Maternity Sanat.1rium, Hunt::1 
Point. Leff Center Maternity Ho!pital, 
Mt. Eden. Parkchcrtcr General, Pro&pt'ct 
:tnd Royal Hospitals :ind the University 
Hcighti; and the Square Sa.natari\lm-5. 

Before outlining new municipal ho.,;• 
pital construction plins for the Bronx, 
a word i;houJd be faid about the over-all 
needs of the department. The city's 27 
municipal hospitals :ind homes h:i."e 3 
total be.d capacity of 19,700. with the 
daily cen$uS runnini:t: clou to full capac• 
ity. Many of tht. ho::.pilal buildings are 
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outmoded ::ind even beyo,)d repair, SQmc 
of chem 3 century old as the barracks• 
like uroctures that house the ii,1irn1 and 
aged in tht. City Home on \VcJfarc 
Island. T he Sea View Tubcrculo~i6 H~· 
pfraf on Stat.en island is lfrcrall)' falling 
apart and ward :iftcr ward has had co 
be shut down to ins.\lre safety for pa• 
tientS and personnel. Sea View Hospital 
originalJy wal! a l.000 bed in:;t it.uti0J\ 
hut today only 1,400 beds arc beinJ! 
osed. Modern pl::tnning for tuberc:-ulosi.s 
hospital c-omtruction pl'O\'ides that hctt:• 
afre.r hospitals of S00 bods or le~s be 
co,,scructtd and d,erefore it ,-..,iJI require 
four 1!\JC"h 500 beds tuherc-ulosis hoipitals 
as replacement for Sea View. Recent st.'ltc 
legis-lat.io1\ provides ,ubsidy to municipal• 
ities for tuberco)osis ('a.st'.$, \Vhere new 
hospital comtruction is undertaken, such 
hopitals muet oot be lar1?er thin 500 
beds in order to qualify for sute fond1. 

A 500 be.d tuberculosis hoi;pital is 
being planned for cbe Eist Bronx at a 
cot.al estimated cost of $10.365,000. 0£ 
chis amount, S 1,082,000 is provided in 
the 19◄8 capital budget fol' acquisition 
or the l!itc and for planning and dc:~ign. 
It is hoped that construction work may 
get under way lace t.his year or eady jn 
1949. The East Bronx £itc to be acquired 
wiU be l;irge enough to include a i 50 
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~d gen(ral hospital to relieve O\!Cr• 
cr0wdios in the other Bronx institutions. 
The new E.lst Bronx general hospital 
..,,,ffi aJso have: a psychiatric referral serv• 
ice to serve the borough, $imiJar to the 
psychiatric ser"icet now functioning 3t 
Bellevue Hospital in Mar1h:i.tc::u) and 
Kings County Hospi~l in Brooklyn. 

Undoubtc.:lly, che major voluntar)' and 
proprietary bos.pitals of tht' Bro nx will 
h;ive additions and new bu1ldi1,gs under 
wa;• before 1950 oo that even if the Hos, 
pita1 Council's uoal of 2.000 addinonal 
gener:il care beds is nut hilly realized b)' 
chat time, a good beginniol! will have 
been m;l(.fe to prO\'ide this burough wich 
adequate ho:spitaJ beds. ln the long r;i.,~ge 
plans in the municipal field, alteratiom 
and addicio,ls will be .provided for Mor• 
ris;u,ja and Lincoln Hospitals. In the fu, 
turc planning, consideration is :))SO being 
given for a Nurses Residence and Train, 
iJ1g Sehool at the new East Bronx gen• 
eraJ hospitaJ. 

As stated :.i.bovc, the immedfa.t.e occd~ 
J1e for loog term. toberculo:;is and can• 
¢er patien~. Three such projecb ;ilready 
:ire under wa)'· The steelwork is up and 
<he genera] construct.ion contract hai; 
been awarded for the. Florence Nightin• 
~ale C.1.ncer H oi;pital o f 300 bool!, at the 
C',olumbia .. PresbyCeTfao MedicaJ Center in 
UJ>pcr Manhattan. \Vork was bei;un l;t!!t 
year on the 270 bed J a.me.s Ewjng Meuv 
orial Hospit.11 ,..,•bich will be r,ai:t of the 
Memorial Cancer Center. The new tu• 
bcrculusis and chronic disease pavilio1\ 3.t 
Kings Coont.y Hospital of 570 beds is 
under condruction. 

High on our ~·m\ist" list is che new 
2,000 bed chronfo disease hospital on 
\Vdfarc Mand. This wil1 be a replace, 
ment of the 1present City Home for the 
.Ai::ed a1)d J nfinn, m;iny b\1ild;ngs or 
which date back to 1847. Work on thii; 
proicct has already started and the ~en• 
erai contract will be let soon. A 500 
bed tuben:.ull)Sig hosp;t;;iJ wilJ -also he 
roni;t:ructed on \Vt'lfa rc li:land, and the 
rre.c.enc Sea View Hoi.pital will he re, 
pku;cd bv a 500 bed imtitotfon. Mecro,, 
polit.1.1\ Hospital, :it the north end of 
Welfare Island, whose buildings date 
h;iek to 1 $ 48, will be repl:iced on che 
Manhatt.:in mainland in the East Harlem 
area. City Hoi;pitaJ. on the South end of 
Welfare l iland, will be re~)laced ai; a new 
7SO bed geaeral hospital in Elmhurst., 
Quc-tL\.s. This hospital, like the new East 
Bronx hospital, wm have a psychiatric 
service fot che borough of Q\1eens. 

If these projec::cs ,p lus several other 
it-c1ns that are not ment:iot)(d here c~n b( 
progrem:d during the next two years, a 
good beginning wil.l have ~~en made. in 
meeciilg che essenbal m\1nJc1paJ hosp1t3l 
needs of t.his city. It i! hoped, of course, 
that new comtruction and reconstruction 
will likewii:e pro«ed i 1l the non,govenv 
mc,ital 6eJd. 

I am grateful to Mr. Thomas V. Toz:i 
President of che Bronx Board of Trade, 
for his kind invitation to me co prepare 
tlti$ article foi: the At'lnive.rsary Edition 
of "'BRONXBORO." This orgMization 
hi$ sen•ed its borough for more than a 
half century and has ever been in t he 
forefront of acti\';ties and movements for 
the bendic of the. people of this bor• 
ough. It is groups of busincs.s and pro• 
(e,1,ionaJ men 3.nd woman such 3.S t he 
Bronx Board <)f Trade, wbfoh must give 
wpporc and Je:adc:rship for p roviding the: 

health and welfare. services th:ic are t.S• 

scncial in a great mctro_polili such as ours. 
I know chat no municipal acth·i,y lies 
closer to the heart of the members. of the 
Board o f Trade than support.iJlg and foi;, 
tering the finen type of hospital service 
for the peopJe. 

The hospital is a community activity. 
\Vich t 'he: church ;ind school. it forms 
the foundation upon whic.h · rest the
health and \\-CU-befog of 0\11.' people. The. 
lllOdl!rn hospital has. bten called one of 
the Gne,;.t flower$ of o ur civilii:ition. But 
hospital construction has not kepc pace 
wfoh the growth of O\lr 6ty. T wo \Vo rld 
\Van. ha\•e mjlitatcd agaim.t :i. co1)struc• 
tion and rcconi;truction progiam that 
would have provided adequate hospit:il 
beds. T he hos.pita) today is J\O Jongtr 

a p lace where people feel they go 'tO die 
bot rather che centei: o f medical an d 
nursing .skills chat are the vast heritage 
of man •s long striving aiaimt disease 
and death . 

In closing, I should like to u rge. C\'ery 
citizen o f the Bronx and every New 
Yorker to gee wholeheartedly behind 
Mayor o ~Dwyer's legislative program de .. 
signed in. his own wozxls, "to further 
the hc-aJth, the well•bein~ and the hap, 
piness of out citizens." His Honor, the 
~iayor. in his public 311nounc.ement of 
this program, safd to his vagt radio audi, 
ence, "'\Vith you.r he.Ip ,..,c will see j t 
thi:ough." Refiiden~ of the Bronx par .. 
ticularly ~hould get behind thi:; program 
because this fast growing borough is in 
neod of so many and s.uch vita.I imprO\.•t· 
ments. 

RUSCIANO 
&. SON CORP. 

CONTRACTORS - ENGINEERS 

• 
It's ploasanl lo look back on fifty-nine years of building accom

plishment •. . to the many material monuments that are the resulh of 
ingenious engineering and construction. We point with p ride at sJch 
construction achievements as the Hutchinson River Parkway-the westerly 
approach to tho Tri-Bero Bridge-the approach lo the George Washing
ton Bridge--the Major Deegan Highway-the H illside Housing Project
Brooklyn's Rapid Transit Railroad No. 110- and the many Viaducts, 
Underpasses, Apartmen t Houses that a re monuments of time~endured 
construction. 

We're facing the p resent with that same skill building the home 
front ... but we're looking forward with confidence to the future when 
pe~ce will bring a vast post-wtir era of construction . . . by planning 
for it NOW! 

• 
Founded 1889 

728 EAST 212th STREET, N. Y. C. 

Olinville 5-3525 
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