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Lau nched with the biggest burst of Ballyhoo to hit The Bronx 

since the lndi~111s welcomed Jon:1s Bronck, the construccion of t he new 

"Freedomland, U.S.A." ws1 s~:,rted on August 14th. 

Shown at the grou nd-bree1king ceremonies are: (L. tO R.) Donald 

Darcy, Vice President Bronx Boa rd of Trade; Borough President James 

J. Lyons, Director of the Board of T rade; W illiam Zeckendor f; City 

Council Presiden t Stark; Frcedomhnd President, Peter OeMet; C . V. 

\Vood, creator of the Park snd State Senator Joseph Pcriconi, member 

of the Board of Trade. 

(See Story Page 9) 
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New Industry in The Bronx 
F1'"eedomland, U. S. A. 

On Wednesday, August 26th, 
ground breaking ceremonies 

' the new Freedomland, U.S.A. 
e Bronx took place. Many city 
d borough officials, along with 
presentatives of The Bron...'c:. 
ard of Trade were present. 
This new enterprise will occupy 

05 acres in the norcheast section 
The Bronx at a cost of S6i ,000,

klO and will be the largest outdoor 
tntertainment center in chc world. 
& is scheduled co open on July !St, 
960 . 
It wilt be the American story 

brought alive ... . I t will be a rele
lropc back through time .... It 
<ill be a rollicking fun trip 
dirough our nation's past and fu
ture. • . . 

Freedomland, U.S.A. will be a 
'historyland,'" with 41 elaborately 

cailed insc;i.U:nions where visitors 
i1J live through che actual and 

krional events that pbycd J sig
nificant role in the romantic 
vowth of the United States. Fam
ilies at the park will see our his
rnry!-and become a part of it! 

They will leave this century 
,·hen they enter che grounds 
ilirough "Little O ld New York" 
., it was in the 17/0-1850 period. 
They will sec bright and gay C hi
,:igo as it was in its early days, 
Sm· Francisco at the time of the 
Barbary Coast and t hey will l ive 
ilirough its earthquake. They will 
rt-live the era of the hearty whalers 
off the fishing co•sts of New Eng
lrnd. 

They will ride in a stage coach, 
buckboud and covered wagons, a 
,,,rnwheeler across the Mississippi 
luver, in antique 2utos and on an 
old- time steam-engine railroad. 
They will journey inco exciting 
Creole fies tas and 1llig1tors will 
lttack their swamp ubugg·y" as 
lhey ride through the Florida 
b.yous. They will tnvel in J war 
correspondent's wagon ;it the ti.me 
of che Civil \Va r and gee caught 
in a cross- fi re between t he Blue 
1nd the Gray. 
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The)' will span a century or cwo 
as they visit Cape Canaveral and 
learn the role of the U.S. in space 
crave!. They will actually fly in the 
"space sh ip'' of t he future. The 
ship will circle the "e,rth" in a 
six-mio utc voyage as they see 
many of the globe's most famous 
land marks through the ship's 
twelve viewin~ ports. 

Appropriatel)', Freedombnd, U . 
S. A. will be built in the contour 
of the United Scates on its Bronx 
site bounded by the Hutchinson 
R iver, H utchinson Rivtr Parkway, 
ch~ New England Thruway and 
ne,r che Pelham Bay Park ( Lex
ington Avenue-Local) and B•y
chcscer Avenue (Seventh Avenue
Exprcss) IRT subw• y sr>tions. 

Its builder is Marco E ngineer
ing Co., headed by C. V. Wood, 
Jr., who puticipaced in the de
sign, construction and rnanagc
ment of Disneyland. It will have 
a I 2,000-car parking lot and is de. 
signed to enrercaio a pe1k daily 
atcend,nce of 90,000 persons. Ex
hibitors using its space ue ex
pected to invest S 14,000,000 on 
t heir p rojects which will depict 
cheir pa r ticular co1'ltributions to 
our American traditions and prog
ress. There will be many resrau
ranrs serving foods popular in 
cheir related locales, and ~1 lso snack 
bars from one .. coast" to the other. 

Do You Know That ... . 

T he Bronx Bo,rd of Trade, 
in cooper:ttion "rich the Federa
tion Employment and G uidance 
Service, is seeking t he help of 
employers in finding jobs for 
hard co pbce )'Oungsters. T his 
plan was in'1uguoted co help 
cut down juvenile delinquency. 

The coming of Freedomland, 
U.S.A. early next summer has 
elicited warm response from New 
York Cicy officials and educational 
leaders. M1yor Robert Wagner 

lus expressed himself as "de
lighted" because New York has 
been selected as che site for the 
center. TI1e city's BolCd of Edu
cation president, Charles Silvcrt 
has said : "The Freedomland proj
ect will serve the vital purpose of 
refreshing the memories of •IJ of 
us in a visual and dramuic way . 
. . . 1 have a feeling t hat history 
teachers all over ,he country will 
be grateful." 

Perhaps Mayor \Vagner sums up 
its purpose with this statement.: ul 
know that Freedomland, U.S.A. 
will help refi rc the imagination
•• well as entertain-all t hose who 
visit it!" 

The Bronx Board of Trade, al
ways vitally interested in br inging 
new industry into ou r borough 
welcomes Frecdombnd, U.S.A. 
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