
Tackli11g T1"affic in the Fo1,.dham, 
Gra1'id Co1icoitt·se A1,.ea 

Traffic is a univcJ·sal problem. 
hcrrone becomes part of it at 
frequent inter vals and m ost people 
ue im,olved eve.ry day. Each per
"" looks ,c the traffic problem in 
,he light of his own everyday ex
~riencts. H is or her views and 
mwers to ,he problem a re based 
on chose experiences and usually 
Oisregard the cornplexitics and re
~tionships of needs that const itu cc 
th: overall traffic problem. 

The real answers to the traffic 
problem lie in ,, he appl i'cation of 
,cience, research, and engineet ing 
principles. Because this is the only 
.,oc,ssful approach, t here. has 
~rown up in the past quarter of 
a century a branch of the Civil 
£ngUleerin~ profession k nown as 
Tr;flic Engineering. The Traffic 
f.nginccr ~ concerned with the 
pl.nning and ~eometric designs of 
n.-.,ts 111d hi));hways and of abuc-
1i,g land and with t raffic opera
tioOs chereon as their use is rc
lmd to the s-afe, convenient, and 
economic transpor tation of persons 
,d ~ds. It is t he responsibilit y 
f che Deparcmenc of Traffic, 

cwed in June of 1950, to cany 
,1 chis function in the C ity of 

X,-· York. 

Accually, the traffic problem is 
·t one1 but a mulritudinous m:.tzc 
f problems. Therefore, t he suc

m,ful approach is that of isolat
~ one of these smaller problems 

nd developing an answer or an 
onpravcm.ent for it . 

An ernnple of this approach is 
t~ new traffic signal arr~1ngel'nent 
• Fordham Road . benveen Sc.dg

•·ick 2nd Crotona Avenues. Th~ 
·i;nals were rearranged at m~\.l'l)' 
rersections, rhe three--colo r sig
,~ were installed in place of t he 

old two-color signals, insr.:1ll atio 11-s 
-w-rc m3de on ffl:tstanns over the 
rwdway so as co place signals 
,·'-ere drivers could see ,them, new 
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control mechanisms were insc:.illed , 
:ind the whole S}'Stem was inter .. 
connected so as to enable c han.ges 
in ti1ning from the m :tSter corlcrol. 
The net resu lt has been ~l smoother, 
safer, more conven ient, and 1no re 
cconc mic flow of t raffic :ilong
Fordhom Rm d. 

T h<' :tCt of cra nsr:iorcin.~ pers:ms 
~lnd goods -does not in vol vc mere! v 
r he morion of veh icles over succc"s 
,rnd highw;,'J yS. The t r ip is useless 
unh:ss the vehicle can be stopped, 
loaded and unloaded, or parked. 
Hence, one of t~e important faccc.s 
of che traffic problem is to provide 
for che parking of vehicles. 

I 1nporra n c progress has been 
made in t he City of New Yotk 
by the parkin.~ · meter prognn-1, 
de,·doped by che Dep;1rtment of 
Traffic. By eliminating the ;ill-day 
plrker from valu able curb space 
ln business :J.reas, t he parking 
mecer has made each :1 vailable curb 
space serve sever.l l hours a d:iv 
inscc:.td of on ly 9ne. Hence, b}' thC 
use of this import:11,c tool the 
number of P<trkin~ spaces h:is been, 
i11 effect1 mult iplied several tlmcs 
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in the various business sections in 
d .e cic)r. T his h,1s been p:1rticu
larly true in the Fordham-G rand 
Concourse area, one of Che most 
important business areas in che 
city. 

A pproximatedy three years ago 
the Bo:ird of Est.imace gave the 
Deoartment of Traffic the respon
sibil ity for developi ng an off-street 
parkin.~ pro~ram. T he Department 
immediately undertook the srudv 
of SP:;!Cific projeccs in severa l area;, 
includ ing t wo projects in the Ford
ham -Gra nd Concourse are:1 . A$ 
the result o f t hese studies, the first 
project with t his Deparnrnent rec
ommended was in t he Fordhan\
Gr:1 nd Concourse :we:1. Unforru 
natd y, t he pro;cct was defe:iccd, 
due partly to the opposition of 
business !\l'Oups. T he other project 
,vas no r rccomrnendcd bec:1use of 
its location at a relativdy remote 
corner of the business rirea which 
would be of lim iced use to rhc dis
n:icc :ls a w hole, 

T he Deportment of Troffic has 
continued its .studies of possible 
sites to determine their practical
;ty and feasibi lity . Location of a 
parking f acili ty -is a critical con
sderation. le n1ust be within rea
sonable wa lking distance of che 
heart of t he district. Sidewalk 
):rades. st reet lightin<s, ease of ac
cessibilit y for au tomobiles, and 
other f actors rela t ive to the con
venience of ,che custorner ;,'11.'C all 
important . Costs of acquisition and 
development must be reasonable. 

I t is pa rticularly difficulc to find 
sires tl!at arc econom..i.c:1lly foasib)e, 
attr:icrive to customers, and whi·ch 
do not in volve substantial dis
pbccn1cnt of persons or businesses. 
It is the expectat ion of the Depart
ment of T raffic to be able oo m:1kc 
co ncrete, pr.,)pOsals for additional 
o ff-sere~, focilities in the Fordham
Gr~lnd Conc,)urse ~rca at :t very 
ea rly date. 
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